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Why Use AEC’s Climate and 
Social Equity Framework?
In planning for climate adaptation, emissions mitigation, and the 
transition to a new green economy, cities and towns recognize the 
social equity implications of such consequential policy choices. Just 
as climate damages have the greatest impact on vulnerable 
populations, so too do climate programs and policies.

This framework offers guidance on how to incorporate 
considerations of social equity in climate planning. Every 
community will face different climate and social equity changes, 
and will need its own tailored approach to achieve the best 
outcomes. The framework can be used as a jumping off point, a 
discussion piece to spark ideas, or a to do list.



Why Use AEC’s Climate and 
Social Equity Framework?
Using this assessment framework helps guide a process that: 

• considers the context of society’s vulnerable groups; 

• proactively prioritizes equitable outcomes;

• intentionally avoids common pitfalls; and 

• is reactive to any issues that arise during implementation.



Equity Framework

The checklist provides 
a method to ensure a 
robust treatment of 
climate and social 

equity.

Equity 
Checklist 

Dimensions Pitfalls

Social equity cuts 
across many 

dimensions, each of 
which requires 
consideration.

Each equity dimension 
has common equity 

pitfalls that should be 
acknowledged, 
addressed, and 

intentionally mitigated 
should they arise.



Equity 
Checklist 

1) Social equity requires inclusive planning and decision-
making: Start by building a group of active stakeholders 
that looks like your community.

2) Establish baseline equity context and data availability: 
What groups live in your community? What 
vulnerabilities do different groups experience?

3) Plan carefully to focus on equity outcomes and avoid 
unintended consequences: Draw on stakeholders 
experiences (and that of other communities) to think 
ahead and avoid causing harm.



Equity 
Checklist 

4) Allocate program costs progressively: Poorer households 
pay should pay less as a share of their income than richer 
households to achieve climate outcomes. (At a minimum, 
avoid regressive cost allocation.) 

5) Incorporate opportunities for dynamic revision of plans 
and programs: Programs are evaluated and have room to 
change in response to learned experience. 

6) Include inclusive, equitable practices from start-to-
finish: Social equity needs to be addressed at every stage 
beginning with planning, through implementation, and 
again in evaluation and revision. 
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